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To amend the Act popularly known as the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act to authorize transfers of certain public lands or national forest
lands to local education agencies for use for elementary or secondary
schools, including publie charter schools, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JuLy 23, 1997

Mr. HAYWORTH introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on Resources

SEPTEMBER 9, 1998
Additional sponsors: Mr. Stump, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. Ricas, Mr. HANSEN, Mr.
GRrRAHAM, and Mr. GIBBONS
SEPTEMBER 9, 1998

Reported with amendments, committed to the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend the Act popularly known as the Recreation and
Public Purposes Act to authorize transfers of certain
public lands or national forest lands to local education
agencies for use for elementary or secondary schools,

including public charter schools, and for other purposes.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
é,'77.

SEC. 2. TRANSFERS OF PUBLIC LANDS OR NATIONAL FOR-
EST EANDS FOR USE FOR ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

B} by insertine “inecladine to a loeal edu-
sehook” after “publie parposes; ™
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an appheation from a duly gualified appheant that 15 a
loead edueation ageney seeking a eonveyanee of land under
13 this et for tse for o eletrentats or seeondars sehook
15 1 before the end of the 10-day period begin-
16 wire on the date of that recetpts provide potiee of
17 that recetpt to the appheant: and
18 “£2) before the end of the 60-day period begin-
19 nine on the date of that reeeipt—
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20 A determine whether or not to eonvey
21 Fand presuant to the appheation; and notidy the
22 appheant of that determinntion; o

23 “B) report to the Coneress and the apph-
24 eant the reasons that determination has net
25 been tade=
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SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF NATIONAL FOREST

LANDS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL PURPOSES.

(a) TRANSFERS.—The Secretary of Agriculture may,
upon a finding that the transfer of certain National Forest
lands for local public school purposes would serve the public
interest, authorize the transfer of up to 40 acres of National
Forest lands to a local governmental entity for public school
purposes. The Secretary may make available only those Na-
tional Forest lands that have been identified for disposal
or exchange or are not otherwise needed for National Forest
purposes. The Secretary shall make such transfers using the
least amount of land required for the efficient operation of
the project mvolved.

(b) CoSTS.—Such transfers may be made at dis-
counted or no-cost. The Secretary shall provide for a no-
cost transfer to a local governmental entity for public school
purposes if the Secretary determines that the charges for
such lands would vmpose an undue hardship on the local
governmental entity.

(¢) CONDITIONS.—Such transfers shall be conditioned
on the requirement that the lands so transferred wnll be used
solely for public school purposes.

(d) DEADLINE FOR CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATION
FOR USE FOR SCHOOL.—If the Secretary receives an appli-
cation from a duly qualified applicant that 1s a local edu-
cation agency seeking a conveyance of land under this Act
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1 for use for an elementary or secondary school, including a

2 public charter school, the Secretary shall—

3 (1) before the end of the 10-day period beginning
4 on the date of that receipt, provide notice of that re-
5 ceipt to the applicant; and
6 (2) before the end of the 90-day period beginning
7 on the date of that receipt—
8 (A) determine whether or not to convey land
9 pursuant to the application, and notify the ap-
10 plicant of that determination; or
11 (B) report to the Congress and the appli-
12 cant the reasons that determination has not been
13 made.

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to provide for
the use of certain National Forest lands for public school

purposes.”’.
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A BILL

To amend the Act popularly known as the Recre-
ation and Public Purposes Act to authorize
transfers of certain public lands or national for-
est lands to local education agencies for use for
elementary or secondary schools, including publie
charter schools, and for other purposes.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1998

Reported with amendments, committed to the Committee
of the Whole House on the State of the Union, and or-
dered to be printed
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